Guided Notes: Keys to Learning Spanish



1. Four practical reasons to study a language are: 

a.  Educational Rewards
b.  Cultural Awareness
c.  Cultural Access
d.  Memories
2. Learning a language (depends / does not depend) on your level of intelligence.

3. A curious mindset allows you to ask questions about another culture, questions which allow you to _get inside the mind of the other__________________________________.

4. __Imitating___________________ and role-playing are important in learning a language. 

5. When you imitate a language you (can / cannot) be shy and passive.

6. (True/False) Listening to a language tells us a lot about learning a language: for example, the easier it is to pronounce a language the easier it is to express yourself using it. 

7. A __sound -image___________________ link creates a new reality in your mind.

8. As you begin to pronounce a new language, you should watch how others strain to understand you.  If they are straining you should __study the intonation patterns more closely.

9. More times than most an exaggerated imitation comes closer than __timid__________ imitation.

10. Translation is _imitating a sound and adding it to the English sound system__________________.

11. The building blocks of a language are __sound-image associations______________________________.

12. Being aware of the family of languages helps us learn a new language because it:

a.  Helps recognize similar vocabulary
b.  and cognitive or grammatical similarity
13. The memory devices we create to learn a language should always be _positive_______________.

14. Four recommended memorization devices include:

a. acronyms 

b.  acrostics
c.  loci
d.  chunks of 5-9
15. The best technique for memorizing new information includes these four phases:

a.  memorizing
b.  practicing
c.  perfecting
d.  monitoring
16. ____Words________________ are the “nuts and bolts” of learning a new language.

17. The common patterns of word evolution help us recognize __new vocabulary_______________ and words that share the same __word base__________ (e.g., a prefixes or suffixes).

18. In order to discuss a general topic in another language, you will employ at least _____2000____________ words in that language.

19. _____Word cards_______________ are more effective than word lists.

20. After learning new vocabulary you should __create sentences with the new vocabulary___________________________________________________________.

21. (True / False) You can judge whether you are thinking in another language by the profoundness of thoughts you are able to express in that language.

22. Grammar is a language’s  _skeleton________________ or __glue_____________, because it embodies the ____basic building blocks of cultural thinking_________________________________________________.

23. Whether in you own mind or with others,  you will waste energy arguing about ___which language is right or natural ________________.

24. Grammar does not have anything to do with correct speech; rather, it ___conveying meaning and clarifying word relationships ___________________.

25. Use of the wrong ending or bad grammar does not just simply confuse others, it can give ___unintended meaning________________________.

26. Three common grammatical concepts include:

a.  Word order

b.  suffixes

c.  Gender

27. You can relieve “plateau anxiety” by: 

a.  reviewing or looking at another textbook

b. building a set-expression arsenal 

c. amplify your learning

28. Three ways to “amplify” your language learning include: 

a.   Read a children’s book

b.   Browse a dictionary or traveler’s book

c.   Listen to the radio or watch TV (movies)

29. In practical terms, a language is like an _ocean________________, because it seems to go on forever___________.

30. The single most important rule for making progress in a language is _practice____________________.

