Introduction to Literary Studies
Spring 2009

Instructor:  Dr. William Keeth | Class Schedule:Click Link Below)
http://faculty.mansfield.edu/wkeeth/schedule.htm

E-mail:
wkeeth@mansfield.edu Office: Belknap 110-C

Telephone: 570-662605 or | Office Hours: Click Link Below)
570-662-4581 http://faculty. mansfield.edu/wkeeth/office.htm

Required material:
Texts

Rodriguez, Rodney TMomentos cumbres de las literaturas hispanicasobhiccion al
analisis literaria New Jersey: Prentice may, 2003.

Other Resources

A spiral notebook (Use Modified Cornell ModeClick Below)
(http://faculty.mansfield.edu/wkeeth/Modified%20Celifo20Method. pdf

Suggested Material:
Texts

Anderson Imbert. Edistoria de la literatura hispanoamerican®léxico: Fondo de
Cultura Econémica, 1992.

Diccionario de escritores hispanoamericanos: DelaiXVI al siglo XX Ed. por Aarén
Alboukrek y Esther Herrera. México: Ediciones Lasse, 1991.

Overview of course

SPA 3310 is an introductory course in literary g#8d In this course, students will read a
diverse but representative collection of short Remliar and Latin American literary
texts, concentrating on their form/constructionamag, and relationship to literary
genre and to socio-historical context. As a restlidents will develop better reading,
critical thinking, and evaluative skills. Classalission of the texts will not only promote
better language proficiency in Spanish, but wilcahllow students to gain a better
appreciation of the artistic and historic importamé¢ each work. Students can expect to
explore fundamental areas of literary criticism antical approach, learning more about
the process of creative construction, critical apation, and the literary institution.
Students are encouraged to combine this informatitmtheir own interpretation of the
texts in both oral and written commentary.



Specific Cour se L ear ning Outcomes

Textbook Timetable

1. Actively attend and participate in class discussion

2. Read all the materials assigned prior to anuteparation for
classroom discussion.

3. Maintain an electronic journal that accountsdiaissroom
discussion, personal observations/questions made
during/after reading, attention given to individyal
initiated investigation or critical questioning.

4. |dentify authors, texts, textual phenomena, athér critical
information presented in class.

5. Prepare two critical abstracts (approximatelydages in
length), two critical essays (not to exceed 3 pagexl
a research paper (approximately 5-7 pages in I¢ngtir
Each of these submissions will be evaluated acegrd
to bibliographical materials gathered and evaluatesl
degree of literary and critical understanding, tred
student’s analysis and explanation of textual meani

6. Complete one mid-term exam and one final ex&tdihg
guestions related to the works discussed in clagds a
class discussion itself.
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System of Evaluation

Standards of Measurement Criteria and Weight*
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Final Draft 15%
Total 100%




I mportant Dates
February 6th, 2009 - Abstracto critico 1 Februa¥), 2009 - Bibliografia preliminar
February 2%, 2009 - Ensayo critico 1 Marct' 92009 - Midterm
March 13", 2009 - Abstracto critico 2 March 202009 - Bosquejo de investigacion
March 27", 2009 - Ensayo critico 2 Aprif®3 2009- Bibliografia anotada
April 10™, 2009 - Primer borrador April 2022 | and 24, 2008 — Oral Presentatior)s
April 29", 2009 1:00p.m.— Final Exam April 92009 1:00p.m.— Final Drafts

General Education Assessment and Requirements

Every Spanish course fulfills the General Educabistribution requirements for Group
Il “Languages and Literature”. Students are exgebtd demonstrate their
communication, analytical and critical thinking,itivrg, and problem solving skills in
this course.

Although portfolios collected from individual stuats are no longer the focus of the
assessment process, the General Education goasibaehanged and artifacts for
General Education assessment will be gathered biyprfessor in this course.

The most conspicuous artifacts that can be draam this language course fulfill the
“‘communication” category of GE competencies; f@atamce, your professor may video
taping the Final Oral Presentation.

A composition such as the Critical Essay shows A@tudent is able to identify and cite
reasons for his/her opinions may also be held@steal Thinking Artifact and may also
be collected.

Likewise, a journal entry that shows a studentestigative methods and/or procedures
may also be gathered.

A copy of the Final Paper may also be collected Bsoblem Solving artifact.

Information for Mansfield Education Students regagdPDE Standards:

This course meets the following Pennsylvania Depant of Education standards as
noted on the course schedule and the class calbaddreen keyed to specifically reference each

standard being addressed (example, “[PDE-IA]"):

Standard Short Description
lLA. Interpersonal communication (Exclusively ingBysh)
1.B. Interpretive communication (Listening, Readiniewing
Advanced Texts)
I.C. Presentational communication (Advanced writamgl
speaking)




lL.E. Culture (Perspectives, products, and pradtices
I.F. Immersion (Literature and Cultural Symbols)

Exams

The Midterm and Final Exam will be accumulative mgathat assess student retention
and comprehension of the materials discussed §3 @lad assigned readings. The
Midterm and Final Exam typically consist of recagm, map identification, multiple
choice, and short essay exerciddsey CANNOT be made up.

Electronic Journal

In the electronic journal, students should pregaraments and notes on the assigned
readings (commentary and reflection that will bedus class discussions and that fosters
intellectual development). In addition, daily electic journal entries should summarize
the notes that each student takes during class/hitel reading at home (the suggested
format is the Modified Cornell Method [
http://faculty.mnsfld.edu/wkeeth/Modified%20Cor8éR20Method.pdf). The electronic
journal must be written in Spanish and should idelacademic, emotional, creative, and
intellectual comments. Journals will be turned emipdically throughout the course

Late entrieswill not be accepted.

Final paper

The format of this 5-7 page document must followAMuidelines for research papers.
The final paper will be completed and evaluated staged process (Preliminary
bibliography, Annotated Bibliography, Oral presdiata, Final Draft). The document’s
final draft must be typed in 12pt Times Roman, Ioiét@n with 1.5 spacing, and have 1
inch margins.L ate paperswill not be accepted.

Critical Essays

During the semester, each student will write twbaal essays that should focus on the
cultural, historical, and literary concepts coveirethe course. In a critical essay,
students should demonstrate a creative and aralgipplication of the major concepts
covered in the course. The critical essays mustritten in Spanish and typed in Times
New Roman 12. Should a bibliographical source teglcstudents must follow the MLA
format guidelines. The text analyzed in the caitiessay cannot come from the assigned
readings for classroom discussidnate paperswill not be accepted.

Critical Abstracts

During the semester, students will write two catiabstracts or summaries. In order to
write this type of summary, students must readtecar article written on a single work
that is related to the course readings or conEath summary must be written in



Spanish, be typed in Times New Roman 12, and foll@MMLA format guidelines.
L ate paperswill not be accepted.

Oral presentations

At the end of the semester, each student will peepa oral presentation (5 minutes long)
that reflects the literary work or topic that strees investigated. In order to execute this
assignment well, students will need to have seteatel read a literary text, gathered and
evaluated criticism about this work, organized endluated their material in a coherent
and professional way, and explained the text's wemgss and difficulty in a succinct and
creative manner. They should be prepared to §jgkktions after their presentation.
Presentations should include (but not be limitgdrttormation related to: the author,
context of the work, the theme and argument ofitbek, the literary structure of the
work, an analysis of the work, and an interpretabbthe work. Each presentation will

be evaluated according to these categories: execatid delivery (30%), material and
preparation (60%), and class reception and/orifigldf questions (10%).

Class Participatian

Each student can expect his/her class participabidoe evaluated in accordance with the
general guideline for “Class Participatiotitip://faculty.mansfield.edu/wkeeth/Class-
Participation.htn) and in accordance with the system of “Scorings€IParticipation”
(http://faculty.mansfield.edu/wkeeth/Scoring%20C¥&8 Participation.htm. Students
will receive participation scores from their peasswell as the professor (60% professor,
40% peers).

All students are expected to attend every clasy.ukrexcused absence will result in a
15% reduction in the student’s final Participatgrade at the end of the semester. Any
partial absence (over 15 minutes) will result maximum score of 2.5 for the day.

Attendance

All students are expected to attend class on daegad punctual basis. Missing a class
does not release a student from class obligat®iusients should keep in touch with
classmates and be sure to contact their proféssalvance of any absence. If this is not
possible, they must contact the professmlater than the first class period after the
excused absence.

If a student has to miss a class due to documélirieds or other excusable reason, the
student must:
1. inform the professor as soon as possildeaanater than the first class
period after the excused absence;



2. provide the professor with a copy of tlgmsid excuse from a physician,
coach or other authorityo later than the first class period after the excused
absence (The original must be available for facidtyew.);

3. arrange with the professor to make up ndiggaded assignments or exams
as soon as possible.

In order to avoid prolonged delay of make-up ofwek, the professor may, at his
discretion, give the make-up work and hold it foadjng until after the written excuse is
received.

Any unexcused absence will result in a 15% redaatiche student’s Participation
grade.

Electronic submission of written work is an effgetway of handing in required written
work by a specified deadline, especially when destti expects to be absent.

Suggested Method of Study

Students should expand their class notes as sgoosagble following each class and
should review the previous day's notes before #tend the next class. Students are
encouraged to self-monitor their progress and get tigorous routine of reading. They
should also schedule office visits with their pasfer, as they deem necessary. To avoid
burnout, students should always study in multiptaggered, short blocks of time. Each
block should be no more than an hour and shoulddec5 to 10 minute breaks.
Integrating numerous small blocks of study time itite weekly schedule is empowering.

Conduct

Academic honesty, the submission of original waikgl student interaction is expected in
this class. Any form of cheating may result inded of the course. Additional

information concerning academic honesty and theqmiores your professor will use to
initiate disciplinary action in cases of academsghdnesty can be found in The Mountie
Manual fttp://reslife.mnsfld.edu/documents/MountieManu@8.pdf).

The Syllabus

This syllabus serves as a contractual agreemesgeRee in this class means that you
agree to the items stipulated in the syllabus aadchavare of any modifications made
throughout the semester. One should periodicakigklthe course web site for any
updates to the syllabus and/or class calendar.

Class records and Grades

Oversee your grade by monitoring your progressraaghtaining contact with your
instructor. Any student material or record that basn returned to the student becomes
the student's responsibility to maintain as a peenarecord for the course. Students are



responsible for picking up any materials that aeslenavailable to them or are returned
in class. If a student loses these records andrtifessor does not have a copy of the
material available, the student will receive aifglgrade for the particular activity.

Students with “exceptionalities”

Any students with documented psychological or leeymlisorders or other significant
medical conditions that may affect their learnihg@d contact Mr. William Chabala in
our Counseling Centehttp://www.mansfield.edu/~counsinp{101 Hemlock Manor,
Phone: 662-4695nwchabala@mnsfld.edu Mr. Chabala will provide the professor
with the appropriate letter and materials that eilable him to serve the student’s
particular needs more effectively. If a student filaexceptionality that requires class or
testing accommodations, Mr. Chabala will work whle student and the professor to
identify and implement appropriate interventions.

Other

If you are interested in studying abroad, pleasgami the Office of the Provost
(http://www.mansfield.edu/~academijcdr Study Abroad advisor
(http://www.mansfield.edu/~internationdlfor information about studying abroad and
make an office visit with your professor so thatnha@y address your questions or
concerns more straightforwardly.




