
Spa 2202 

Guide for Midterm 

 
1.  Accents and Punctuation: Do you remember how to divide a word into its basic syllables? 

Where does the natural accent fall in Spanish? Why are the "sticky" vowels so important? 

2.  Survival Sentences: What are the most important oral survival questions/phrases you have 

learned at this point in your Spanish studies?  

3.  Question words: How many questions words have we learned? What is the question word for 

"do" in Spanish? Can you create a question with each word? When do you use "qué" 

versus "cuál"? Can you create a question with "yo" as the subject? Which verb 

conjugation accompanies "quién" or "quiénes"? 

4.  Direct Object Pronouns: What are “transitive verbs” and how do they limit when you can use 

a “direct object pronoun”? When and why do we use “direct object pronouns”? What are 

the “direct object pronouns” in Spanish and where do we place them? Which questions 

can we use so as not to mistake which object in a sentence is the direct object? 

5.  Indirect Object Pronouns: What is an indirect object pronoun? When do we use it? What 

question do we ask to identify it? Which indirect object pronouns and direct object 

pronouns are the same? Which ones are different? What should you know about the 

indirect object pronouns “le” and “les” and verbs like “gustar”? How many other verbs 

like "gustar" have we learned (parecer, interesar, quedar, etc.)? 

6.  Double Object Pronouns (237): What questions help you determine which object is the DO 

versus the IO? In what order to the DOP and IOP appear in a double object pronoun 

sentence? When can you hook the pronouns to the end of a verb? When do you use “se” 

as opposed to “le” or “les”? 

7.  SE impersonal: What are the four ways that SE can be used in a sentence? What is the 

likelihood of using each type of SE? What contextual clues can you use to determine how 

SE is being used? When using SE to express the impersonal voice, can the verb be 

conjugated according to any subject or just the singular plural? How is a passive SE 

sentence constructed? How does it differ from the impersonal SE sentence? In what 

typical situations do you find the impersonal SE being used?  

8. “Por” vs. “para”: Can you determine when to use the preposition “por” versus the preposition 

“para”?  Do you remember the square paradigm for these prepositions?  Have you 

memorized the list of fixed or idiomatic phrases on page (289)? 

9.  Adverbs:   How do you create an adverb using the suffix “-mente”?    

10. Verbs:  

a. Can you conjugate all your verbs and use them in context? Have you practiced 

generating a question/answer sequence for each verb? Can you fill-in the blanks 

in a cloze paragraph? What are your best strategies for completing this type of 

exercise?  

b. Have you been reviewing your AR, ER, and IR verbs?  



c. How many irregular verbs should you know (ser, estar, ir, tener, dar, decir, etc.)?  

d. Do you know how to conjugate as well as determine when to use "ser" and "estar"?  

e. How many compound verb structures can you create (for example, “tener ganas de”, 

“tener que”, “ir a”, “poder”, “deber”, and “necesitar”?  

f. Do you remember how to conjugate stem-changing verbs? When do verbs stem 

change? Have you studied the initial list of stem-changing verbs as well as the 

second one? What happens in the preterit tense to stem-changing verbs? 

g. Why is the "gustar" verb so special? What are indirect object pronouns and how do 

you use them with the "gustar" verb? What other verbs function like “gustar”? 

Can you conjugate these verbs in the present, preterit, and imperfect tenses? 

h. Can you conjugate regular preterit verbs? Which regular preterit verbs have spelling 

changes due to sounds like c or z? What completely irregular preterit verbs have 

we studied? What happens to stem changing verbs in the preterit? According to 

the professor’s system of conjugating (the zig-zag method), how many semi-

irregular preterit verbs are there? How many base-changing verbs should you 

know? What are their base changes? How do you conjugate irregular verbs like 

SER, IR, and DAR? How does the meaning of verbs like “poder”, “saber, 

“conocer”, and “tener” change when they are conjugated in the preterit tense? Can 

you create a question/answer sequence in the preterit tense in which you also 

utilize the direct or indirect object pronouns? 

i. How do we conjugate verbs in the imperfect tense? What three verbs are irregular in 

the imperfect tense? Do you recall when to use the imperfect (“description”, 

“habit”, “repetitive description”, and “ongoing but uncompleted action”)? Can 

you describe both in the present and past tense a few of your pastimes? What did 

you do/used to do? Where did you go/used to go? 

j. When do you use the preterit tense versus the imperfect tense? What system of rules 

have we developed to answer this question? How important is context in 

determining which past tense to use? 

11. Vocabulary:  Have you reviewed the food vocabulary? Can you describe your pastimes 

(219)?  Can you negotiate or describe certain Social Activities and Pastimes (224, 227)?  

Do you remember how to describe the Weather (247)?  What are all the names of the 

places where you can shop (281)?  Have you studied all the verbs and nouns related to 

travel (295)?  Can you describe the objects you encounter or the activities you typically 

engage in during a trip (299)? 

 


